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Note that unless means if not and hence it would be wrong to use another not in clauses with 

unless. Study the following examples. 

If- and unless-clauses are used to talk about a condition – something which must happen first so 

that something else can happen. In if and unless-clauses we use a present tense to refer to the 

future. 

Q.1) Do as directed 

 She must consult a doctor. Otherwise she will not know what her problem is. (Begin: If) 

 

 If the typist is not careful, she will lose her job. (Begin: Unless) 

 

 He will have to make the payment in time. Otherwise his house will be confiscated. (Begin: 

If) 

 

 He will have to make the payment in time. Otherwise his house will be confiscated. (Begin: 

Unless) 

 

 You must use your time wisely. Otherwise you will not be able to do much. (Begin: If)  

 

 You must use your time wisely. Otherwise you will not be able to do much. (Begin: Unless)  

Q.2) Fill in the blank with appropriate word: 

1. I will take the job ………………… the pay is too low.  

a) If 

b) Unless) 

2. I will be back tomorrow ………………….. there is a plane strike. 

a) If 

b) Unless 



3. Let’s go for a walk – ………………… .. you are too tired. 

a) Unless 

b) If 

4. I am going to work in the garden this afternoon, …………………. it rains. 

a) Unless 

b) If 

5. I will be surprised ………………….. he doesn’t have an accident soon. 

a) If 

b) Unless 

6. I think she would look prettier …………………. she didn’t wear so much make-up. 

a) If 

b) Unless 

7. …………………. you don’t stop smoking, you will fall seriously ill. 

a) If 

b) Unless 

8. …………………. you start now, you will not reach there in time. 

a) If 

b) Unless 

9. ………………….. I were rich, I would spend all my time traveling. 

a) If 

b) Unless 

10. …………………. I have enough time tomorrow, I will come and see you. 

a) If 

b) Unless 


